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JERRY KIESOW

SNOWSHOES

Another tool for winter
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Snowshoes can make field travel so much easier for the hunter during winters of

deep snow.

£

nytime the gutdoorworld

becomes covered with snow that
is over your boot tops, it’s time to bring
out the “webs” - snowshoes to the
common man.

Generally thought of as big and
bulky things, a lot of work and difficult
to use, snowshoes can actually save a
day of hunting or hiking, because they
make life easier, not harder.

Allow me to explain.

It's February several years ago.
My friend and I are hunting a game
farm for pheasants. The snow covers

TOP:You have two basic
choices of styles of snow-
shoes: traditional wood with
webbing and aluminum with
decking. RIGHT: There are
times when crampons make
all the difference between
slipping and falling, or not.

[ T

direction just as a long-tailed cackle-
bird folds it wings and tumbles to
earth. My buddy is flat on his back. He
too got snagged, but a bird got up and
away from us as he was falling and he
shot on the way down. You don’t want
to teach the technique in Hunter’s
Ed...but we were safe.

There we sat, covered with snow -
laughing.

Even though you may not think of
this as a positive endorsement for

.|/ snowshoes, remember, without them

1 _ '_'_?lf\\__we wouldn’t even be hunting. Except

our knee-caps when we step from the
truck. Fortunately, we have brought
our shoes as well as his golden
retrievers.

A bitinto the hunt, I am making
my way through scattered patches of
small willow and alder, engulfed with
marsh grass. My right snowshoe slides
into one of those ever-present grass
holes, unnoticed. As Istep forward,
the toe of the snowshoe catches the
grass and I fall forward.

As I am falling, my buddy yells
and fires two quick shots. Ilook in his

for the marshy area, our day was spent
skimming along on top of old snow
covered by a new dusting. The dogs,
meanwhile, were struggling.

Several hours later we returned to
the truck with three happy, albeit dog
tired goldens and six birds. Without
those webs, we wouldn’t have gotten
100 yards from the truck.

If you haven’t added snowshoes to
your outdoor accessories, we call them
tools, here are some things you should
know when it comes to selection. (By
the way, we outdoor people have a lot
of tools. Some refer to them as toys, but
that is a misnomer. Toys are for
playing. Outdoor activities are not

R T N

played, they are pursued; therefore, we
have tools.)

Snowshoes come in a variety of
shapes, sizes, and materials - from the
traditional ash and rawhide, to
aluminum with Hypalon or Nytex
decking, to polyethylene plastic.

Which are best? Like any piece of
equipment, there is no one answer. I
have three pair of webs. My Alaskans
and Ojibwas are wood-framed, and I
also have one pair of aluminum frames.
I did not buy them all at the same time.
Actually, I made the Ojibs, which are
my favorites.

If you buy wood frames, know
that there will be times of the year,
when the snow has enough crust to
support your weight on ‘shoes, when
that type can be dangerous. Wood
bases can slip precariously on hard
snow. Crusted snow needs aluminum-
decked webs with crampons.
(Crampons are serrated pieces of metal
below the balls of your feet that grip
into the crust when you walk.)

That said, the wood frame is best
when the snow is soft and deep. (The
crampons catch the brush and grasses,
and the smaller decks sink deeper than

Continued on page 4
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Wisconsin Outdoors, log onto

It's free and easy.

By submitting your entry, you will become eligible to
WIN trips and prizes! Send a message to “Bigshot”
from your profile page requesting your submission
to On Wisconsin Outdoors. A limited number of
photo submissions can be published in OWO, but

all are published online at

www.MyHuntingPage.com, and categorized into
your local county areas too! Come on’ ...

Show ‘em whatcha got!

KIESOW, from page 3

the traditional wood-framed snow-
shoes.)

What do snowshoes cost? Plan on
spending from $80.00 to $200.00 or
more. Any good dealer can fit your
needs and pocketbook.

Still not convinced? Does the
following sound familiar?

Remember the day you planned to
hunt in the swamp, a mile and a half
through the woods, to your most
productive deer stand, but, because of
the all-night snow, you had second
thoughts about plowing through that
knee deep “stuff.” To your credit, you
did it, but, God! It took forever! And
when you got there you were sweaty

and surely smelled the whole woods up.

You did down that big buck, and with
the snow still up to your knees, you
dragged him a mile ... alone. It would
have been an easier and safer day if
you’d have had a pair of snowshoes.

Remember, any kind of outing
when the snow is over your boot tops,
be it hunting, or just going for a hike in
the woods, is easier and safer on snow-
shoes. If you haven’t added snowshoes
to your toy box, I mean tool chest, give
them some serious consideration.

If you do, then you too can get out

Submit your photos online!

To submit your photo and brief story for On

www.MyHuntingPage.com and register.

177-% inch, 14 pointer bow kill in 'Waukesha
County by Attorney Corey A. Montiho.

www.MyHuntingPage.com
www.MyFishingPage.com

If you can't reach the birds, or deer, or rabbits ...you won't even have the
opportunity to score. Good snowshoes will get you there.

and “walk on water.” Well, crystallized
water anyway, instead of plowing
through it, or worse yet, staying indoors.

Jerry Kiesow lives in Grafton, Wisconsin.
He has written a book, “Tales of The
Peshtigo Putzer,” which includes fishing
and hunting and many other yarns on a

variety of outdoor activities (including
snowshoeing). You can get a copy at
www.publishamerica.com., or if you would
like a personalized autographed copy, send
$24.00 to Jerry Kiesow, PO Box 203,
Grafton, WI 53024. Cost incudes book,
tax, packaging and shipping. Makes a
great gift.

18 inch, 11 point bow kill in November in
Waukesha County by John Mourich.
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DAVE SURA

SHORE BETS

Tactics for winter trout

nce the water hardens across

Wisconsin, people begin to crawl
out of fishing hibernation in search of
these underwater adversaries. I too
begin to work my way out onto frozen
water. The only difference is that my
fish of choice are trout: Great Lakes
browns and steelhead. Although these
fish are becoming more sought-after, I
spend many days alone on stretches of
river icing these magnificent fish.

WHERE TO FISH

There are two places to begin your
search for Great Lakes trout through
the ice. First, there are harbors, such as
those in Kenosha, Milwaukee, and
Racine, to name a few. Second, there
are Lake Michigan tributaries -- my
favorite places. I generally fish the Root
River in Racine, but other rivers like the
Kewaunee offer excellent opportunities
for the angler. Once you've decided on
a port or river, there are certain areas to
fish, especially on rivers.

Harbors. When fishing harbors,
look for structures like docks and rock
jetties. Fish will use the available cover
to ambush prey. Set your lines around
these areas. Don’t be afraid to fish next
to piers; I've seen fish caught off of
them before the ice was thick enough to
walk on. Bring a locator along and
search for the deeper channels
connecting the inner harbor to the main
harbor. Fish will use these channels as
runways through the harbor. The last
area to set in a harbor is around aera-
tors. Some harbors use these to keep
the docks from freezing in solid. These
areas generate current, which attracts
fish.

Rivers. When fishing rivers
through the ice, look for the same areas
you would open-water fishing for
trout. Downriver sections of a river are
the best for icing trout. More fish will
over-winter here than in any other
section of a river. When searching
downriver locations, look for key areas
such as bends or marinas, because
these areas will likely have deeper
water. I generally look for water five
feet deep or deeper when searching for
winter trout.

Get out and explore harbors and
rivers. Finding the best areas will take
time, but the rewards are worth it.

TECHNIQUES AND
EQUIPMENT

Tip-ups. Although not my first
choice in equipment when icing trout,

they work well, especially when fishing
harbors. Set them lightly, because trout
will drop the bait if they feel tension. I
prefer using medium to medium-
heavy action jig rods. Try to use rods
more than 32” long because they
provide more power to fight and hook
these Great Lakes giants. Add a quality
reel spooled with eight-pound mono or
superline to your rod and you're good
to go. It’s important to add an eight- or
ten-pound fluorocarbon leader to the
end of the rod or tip-up, because the
water clarity is usually much higher in
winter. Terminal tackle such as hooks,
jig heads, split shot, pliers, slip floats
and stops are the basics you'll need.
Many anglers bring a gaff as well;
however, using a gaff makes it difficult
to release fish. I use a power auger to
cut holes, especially late in the season.
Hand augers work well too. Use the
largest hole possible, eight inches or
larger, because these fish do get big and
will not fit through small holes. I also
carry an ice bar. It works great for
cutting holes when the ice is thinner as
well as being a safety measure for
checking ice thickness.

Bait. The best bait in my opinion is
spawn, fresh spawn. Other baits such
as minnows, jigging spoons, tubes, and
twister tails are also good choices.
Some of my favorites are Berkley
Power Tubes and Gulp Grubs, Swedish
Pimples, Kastmasters, and Buckshot
Rattle Spoons. When fishing, vary the
depth of the bait. Set some near the
bottom and others suspended below
the ice. I do this by fishing the bait
under a slip float on a jig rod or on a
tip-up. They're easy to adjust and allow
the angler to detect the lightest bites. If
you're not getting bit, change depths.
When using spawn or minnows, set
your lines and wait. Check them peri-
odically. Moving them can initiate
strikes. Jig artificial baits. Vary the
aggressiveness of the bait, because fish
will want different presentations at
different times. Change colors as well.
Use spoons in silver or gold and plas-
tics in white, orange, or pink. Have a
variety of colors, sizes and styles with
you, because fish can be selective
feeders.

When I fish harbors, I spread my
lines out more than I do when fishing
rivers. I try to keep them within 50 feet
of me so that I can get to rod or tip-up
quickly. When fishing rivers, I like to
cover as much of the river from shore
to shore as I can. Spread your lines out

Shoreline

°
V-Shaped Pattern

Straight Line Pattern

Diagonal Pattern

auljaloys

Tip up and rod placement patterns for river fishing winter trout.

in a straight line, a diagonal line, or a v-
shaped pattern across the river. That
way you can cover more of the river as
the fish move up and down it. Be
mobile. Don’t be afraid to move around
to locate active fish.

WHEN TO FISH

Get out as soon as the ice is safe.
Remember that harbors and rivers
have current. Ice conditions vary, so be
careful. Try not to fish alone, and bring
ice picks or wear a life jacket in case
you fall through. As with most ice
fishing, early and late ice is best. The
best times of day are early and late.
This is especially true on sunny days.
Cloudy days allow the angler to catch
fish all day. Fishing can be good after a
melt. Runoff enters rivers and flows to
harbors. This runoff can drag more fish

in to downriver areas of Great Lakes
tributaries. Water clarity may go down,
so use lures with more flash or scent.
Fishing can be good for days after a
melt because fish stack up in lower
sections of a river prior to spring
spawn. Get out often; weather changes
don’t affect these fish like they do
inland lake fish. When the doldrums
set in this winter, get out there and put
some trout on ice. With this world-class
fishery, you’d be crazy not to. %

Dave Sura has fished Wisconsin waters for
over 25 years. He specializes in shore and
tributary angling for perch, steelhead and
salmon on Lake Michigan. He can be
contacted at 262.930.8260 or
steelheadsura@yahoo.com.
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DENNIS RADLOFF

THE STERLING APPROACH

Best of the best

On October 10, 2008, 50 teams
arrived at the Green Bay Yacht
Club to participate in the third annual
“Best of the Best” Muskies Inc.
Tournament. Teams from around the
Midwest including Wisconsin, Illinois,
Minnesota, Michigan, and even
Colorado assembled to fish the waters
of the Fox River and Lower Bay of
Green Bay for two days of tournament
musky fishing. While this may sound
like “just another musky tournament,”
you'll see that this is a true one-of-a-
kind event in more ways than one.
This was the third year for the
event with the first year bringing only
15 teams who collectively CPR’d a total
47 muskies, with a 47-inch fish being
the largest. The second year of the
event drew a full field of 50 teams who
would CPR a total 65 muskies, with the
largest musky of the event measuring
an impressive 53 inches! This year, 50
teams took advantage of pleasant
weather and CPR’d 39 muskies with a

Dave Sura
OWO Columnist
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50-Y-incher being the largest.

This event is not a huge “cash”
event, with a modest entry fee of $250
per team and payouts for the top five
teams. Sixty percent of the entry fee
money goes toward the payout prizes.
The rest of the entry fee money,
sponsor donations, and raffle collec-
tions are placed directly back into the
fishery to support ongoing stocking
and management efforts for the Green
Bay musky fishery. The event is spon-
sored by Muskies Inc. International,
and hosted by the Titletown Muskies
Inc. chapter.

Since this is a total “Catch &
Release” event, scoring is based on a

30-inch musky being worth five points.

You get one point per inch above that.
For example, a 39-inch musky is worth
14 points. You also get an additional
five points for a healthy release, which
encourages all anglers to take extreme
care while landing and handling each
fish. Any fish that cannot be released

Justin Gaiche caught Sarah Burdick in the boat with an engagement ring before
Sarah caught and released the biggest fish of the tournament, this 50-inch plus
spotted musky.

results in that angler being finished for
the day.

Judge boats are used during the
event to witness and verify the meas-
urement of all tournament fish on a
tournament bunk board. The boundary
waters for the event are split into
sections with a judge boat for each
section. When a contestant catches a
musky, the musky is kept in the water
in a net, the judge for that section is
called on a cell phone, the judge
arrives, hands the bunk board to the
contestant, witnesses the measurement,
and the fish is released. This very effec-
tive system worked incredibly well
with all tournament fish released
successfully.

This year’s top five teams were:

- First place - $5,000 — Mario Nanna and
Josh Ebli: Day one —38.5 inches and 39
inches; Day two — 42 inches and 46
inches.

- Second place - $1,500 — Brett Jolly and
Lucas Molepske: Day one — 43 inches
and 44 inches; Day two - 41 inches.

- Third place - $500 — Mike Herman
and Eric Collins: Day two — 37 inches,
40 inches, and 47 inches.

- Fourth place - $400 — Ron Hedsend

and Don Petersilka: Day one — 39
inches; Day two — 38.25 inches and 42
inches.

- Fifth place - $300 — Justin Gaiche and
Sarah Burdick: Day one —43.25 inches;
Day two —50.25 inches.

The first place team of Mario
Nanna (DePere, WI) and Josh Ebli
(Green Bay, WI), sponsored by
Anytime Fitness and Muskytails LLC,
caught their four muskies by “sticking
to the plan” with confidence in a
pattern they established before the
event. When I asked Mario what moti-
vated him to compete in this event, he
simply stated, “This is one of the
things in life that makes my knees and
legs shake!” Mario has been fishing
muskies for 23 years, and with the
success he and Josh experienced in
their first tournament, they’ll be back
next year.

Local guide Brett Jolly (captain-
jollycharters.com) is no stranger to the
“Best of the Best” event. Brett has
competed every year, taking second
place the first year, fourth place the
second year, and second place again
this year with his partner Lucas
Molepske. Brett and Lucas were one

Continued on page 7
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The author's brother, Tyler Schwochert, caught his first musky during the Best of the
Best tournament.

RADLOFF, from page 6

of the few teams to get out to a fast
jump on the first day with two
muskies, but on day two they were
beginning to wonder if they should
have tried something different as the
clock started to work against them.
With only an hour and a half left to go
in the event, they CPR’d a 41-incher at
11:30 a.m., giving them second place.

Third place went to another local
guide, Mike Herman (titletownout-
doors.com) and his partner Eric
Collins. They didn’t catch any muskies
on day one, mounting an impressive
“come from behind” charge with three
muskies on day two. Ron Hedsend,
local business owner (Sunset Bar &
Grill, Little Sturgeon Bay) and his
nephew Don Petersilka took fourth
Place with their three muskies.

The fifth place team of Justin
Gaiche & Sarah Burdick may have had
the most unique tournament experi-
ence of all the contestants. At 7:00 a.m.
on day one of the event, Justin and
Sarah entered the waters of Green Bay
as “boyfriend & girlfriend” of five
years, but just before “ease-out,” Justin
took a knee on the floor of the boat,
looked Sarah in the eyes, and asked
her to marry him. “I have spent my
whole life fishing; will you be my
keeper?” was Justin’s question, to
which Sarah cried, “YES!”

Not long after while trolling,
Sarah was on the phone with her
grandmother sharing the news of her
engagement when she caught her first
musky...a nice 43.25-incher. The next
day Sarah would catch her second

musky ever, a 50.25-incher, the largest
of the event.

With my brother Tyler
Schwochert, I was one of the 100
contestants entered in this event. Tyler
and I used to fish and hunt together all
the time. Since I have become a full-
time guide, I don’t have much open
time to fish for fun anymore. So Tyler
and I entered the event to first and
foremost have fun, and maybe get a
chance to place. We had the time of
our lives together over the weekend. I
ran the boat, and Tyler caught his first,
second, and third muskies.

We weren’t the only ones enjoying
ourselves. The all-female team of Ellen
Wells and Lori Place impressed the
other 98 contestants with a dedicated
effort to casting the variety of structure
in the river. Ellen and Lori also
received the first-ever “Most Colorful
Footwear” award.

Jay Zahn, President of Titletown
Muskies Inc. chapter, said the event
sponsors, judges, and contestants are
what make it such a success. Jay said
they’ve already applied for the 2009
tournament permit and will release the
dates of the event as soon as they're

approved. (W)

Captain Dennis Radloff owns and oper-
ates Sterling Guide Service. He guides on
the waters of Green Bay and Southeastern
Wisconsin seven days a week April through
November. Contact Dennis at
www.sterlingmusky.com, or call
262.443.9993.
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DAVE DUWE

THE QUIET ADVANTAGE

Pannies on the perimeter

I

Working holes on the edge of crowds is one way to find less spooked and more

aggressive fish.

Panfish are one of the most sought-
after targets available to ice fish-
ermen. As a rule on most lakes,
bluegills and crappies will winter in
five to 10 feet of water in weedy bays.
When the bite is good, the fishing
pressure can be immense. The key to
success is escaping the large concen-
tration of anglers. I find the greatest
success is always away from the
crowds. The throngs of people tend to
spook the shallow fish, and there’s
always a lot of four-wheeler traffic,
hole drilling and shanty dragging
noise. When I do encounter a crowd,
I'll try to fish the perimeter of the
group because fish have a tendency to
move away from the noise and the
crowd.

The technique is a simple one. I
hand-auger a lot of holes so as not to
create continuous noise. I prefer hand
augers over power augers simply
because of the noise. I'll make a “milk-
run,” jumping from hole to hole
seeking active fish. I seldom fish a
hole more than five to 10 minutes. I
use a Vexilar FL-12 to determine the
weed growth and presence of fish.
This is a vital tool to eliminate unpro-
ductive holes or ones with excessive
weeds.

Pressured and spooked fish do
not bite well. A technique similar to
one you’d use with pressured fish in

summer, downsizing the lure and line
diameter, is critical to success. I
seldom fish panfish with more than
one-pound-test monofilament line.
For the lure, Lindy’s Fat Boy's size 12
jigs seem to work well, both for
showing up on the Vexilar and for
catching fish. I'll also downsize live
bait. When the crowds are using wax
worms, I'll choose to use one or two
spikes. Spikes are substantially
smaller than wax worms and also
have a tougher skin to hook better. So
now you have the Vexilar, correct line,
small jig and small live bait. There’s
only one other essential item: a very
light spring bobber. Pressured fish
will always bite very lightly, so a
good spring bobber is required to
achieve success.

With good ice and a little perse-
verance, a nice limit of panfish can be
found. If you remember only two
things about ice fishing, the most
important rules are: avoid the crowds
and keep moving to find the active

fish. W,

Dave Duwe, owner of Dave Duwe's Guide
Service, has been guiding the lakes of
Southeastern Wisconsin for 15 years,
specializing in Delavan Lake and Lake
Geneva. Go to www.fishlakegeneva.com
or www.fishdelavanlake.com.
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Wisconsin River sloughs, a winter mixed bag

he sloughs and backwaters of the

Lower Wisconsin River from Sauk
City to Spring Green provide a varied
and diverse fishery for the ice angler.
Some of these backwaters are rarely
fished during the summer and open-
water fishing periods because they are
basically inaccessible except during
periods of high water and during the
“hard water” or ice fishing season. The
last dam on the Wisconsin River is at
Prairie du Sac, the twin city of Sauk
City, or as many call the area, Sauk
Prairie. But besides this deep water
close to the dam, the rest of the
Wisconsin River is basically shallow
with 10 feet being deep as the river
flows west toward its confluence with
the Mississippi River. This 90-mile
stretch of river is slowly becoming
wider and shallower. The Wisconsin is
unlike the Mississippi which is navi-
gable and maintains a channel that is at
least 10 feet deep for barge traffic and
the tremendous number of goods that
are shipped south down the “Big
Muddy.”

To safely navigate and fish the
river during the summer months, a flat
bottom or Jon boat is a necessity. As I
said, many of the river’s sloughs and
backwaters are only fishable when
there is ice. Some of these backwater

A mixed bag from the backwaters of the Wisconsin River.

hot spots may entail a little walking
while others are just a short walk off
the road.

I'll try to give you some of the best
areas to fish and the location of these
river backwaters and sloughs. The
north side of the Wisconsin River is
bordered by State Highway 60 and
travels about 15 miles from Sauk City
to Spring Green. Badger and Rainbow
Sloughs are both just off the highway
and about halfway to Spring Green on
your left if traveling west. You'll see
cars parked along Highway 60 and you

should be able to see the frozen sloughs q:‘é;‘:‘ lp/ s

from the road. There are plenty of fish-
able waters along the highway where
you'll see anglers and their ice houses
scattered all the way to Spring Green.
The south shore of the Wisconsin
River also has State Highway 14
running parallel to the river from
Mazomanie to Spring Green. If you're
driving west on Highway 14, just
before you reach the town of Spring
Green, you'll see signs for Helena
Marsh to the north or on your right.
The water is visible from the road and
there’s a parking lot with good access
to the backwaters. Most of the slough's

waters are shallow with water less than ,, _

six feet. Helena Marsh has a few deeper

“holes” that you need good electronics~

to find, but look where others are

fishing and you'll likely see where fish,
are active. There are also some other™
good sloughs in the Spring Green area, / '
like Jones, Erfurth, Hutter, Norton, and

Bakkens Pond. Most of these waters are
relatively small, running from five to 15
acres. But they all have water that runs
in from the Wisconsin River which
means that about any species of fish
can be caught.

The most common species of fish
you're going to catch are bluegills,
crappies, perch, bass, northern pike
and walleye.
The panfish
and pike are
normally the
most active
fish that will
provide
action
during
winter.
Although
both
walleyes and
bass are
present,
they’re not
the biters or
as active as the ‘gills and pike.

Wisconsin allows the use of three
rods when fishing, so my suggestion is
to jig for panfish with one rod and set
tip-ups on the other two lines for pike
or the odd walleye. Your panfish rod
should be sensitive with a spring
bobber attached to detect the light bite
of a bluegill. Make sure to have a wide
selection of ice jigs (Marmooska’s,
Dots, Rat Finkies, And Cobras) in many
colors and sizes plus a good supply of
wax worms and spikes. I'd recommend
two- to four-pound Stren or Berkley Ice

LEFT: Jason Granger of Leland, Wisconsin, with a backwater pike. RIGHT: Gunnar

Peterson with a nice pike.

line for the panfish. Using a fluoro-
carbon line can help and I recommend
it if the fish are finicky or in a neutral
mood.

For walleyes, first make sure that
you're using a good quality tip-up like
a Beaver Dam or Frabill. Then I'd use
Tuf-Line, a super line (I like it in 65-
pound test) excellent for larger fish like
walleyes or pike. To the line’s end,
attach a barrel swivel and about three
feet of a fluorocarbon leader (Berkley
Vanish is good) to a #12 treble for
walleyes. You may have to use a small
split shot about 15 inches above the
hook to keep your minnows down near
the bottom. For pike, I'd switch to 80-
pound test Tuf-Line and then use a Bait
Rigs Quick-Set Rig which is made of a
seven-strand wire with the hooks and
swivel already attached to the rig. All
you have to do is tie the Quick-Set rig
directly to the Tuf-Line. Then use
shiners, golden shiners, or smelt for
bait and you're set for catching a large
river northern pike.

Early in the ice season, try to find
the greenest weeds possible and set
your tip-ups in that area. Position your
bait so there’s one above the top of the
weeds and if you're alone, the other
just outside the weed edges. The water
you may be fishing might only be three
or four feet deep or as deep as 10 feet.

You'll catch pike in this shallow water
and don’t be surprised if you catch a
few walleyes or saugers.

These backwater sloughs can be
dynamite the first month of the season
and they're always worth fishing and
checking out. Call the local bait shops
and talk to them for fresh information.
Talking to other anglers you see fishing
is worthwhile because most anglers
love to share information, especially if
they’re catching fish. See what others
are doing to catch fish, and do the
same. Don’t be afraid to ask questions
because that’s the only way you'll learn
some of the local techniques and tactics
for success.

Anything you could possibly want
or need is available locally with
numerous good motels and eating
places.

Bait shops and information;
Wilderness Fish and Game, Sauk City,
WI (608)-643-2433. Sauk Prairie Live
Bait and Tackle, Prairie du Sac, WI
(608)-643-3700. Sauk Prairie Chamber
of Commerce (608)-643-4168. Guides:
Wally Banfi (608) 644-9823 and Ron
Barefield (608)-838-8756. /Wy,

Contact Gary Engberg Outdoors at 608.
795.4208 or gengberg@chorus.net. Or
visit www.garyengbergoutdoors.com.
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DAN MOERICKE

AN “UP NORT"” REPORT

Back and forth

it 2007 brings more

— Do

o thee!

Hore » hoping

ere by the campfire, a cold

Leinie’s Fireside Nut Brown in
hand, I'm reflecting on the year that
was and the one that’s to come. So, for
the first issue of 2009, Id like to take a
quick look back at 2008 and share a
few resolutions for 2009.

2008 IN REVIEW

If it's true that you're supposed to
learn from your mistakes, then 2008
should have qualified me as a Rhodes
Scholar. One would think that as a guy
gets older, he’d start to have at least the
basics pretty well-mastered. In some
cases, I think I may be going backwards.

Things I learned in 2008:

My skills as a lumberjack are
greatly overestimated...at least by me. I
was pretty confident that I could fell a
tree exactly where I wanted. The large

dents in my canoe are testament to the
fact that I cannot.

Sighting in your rifle before a hunt
is a good thing. Since my trusty 30.06 is
“never” off, I skipped this little detail
prior to the 2008 T-zone hunt. There are
two whitetail does in Shawano county
that are pretty happy about that.

Believing that the word “water-
proof” on a pair of boots means that my
feet will stay dry is wrong. Two days of
nearly constant rain on a Colorado elk
hunt meant two days of very constantly
wet feet.

If you're going to carry your cell
phone in your shirt pocket, button it
(your pocket, not the phone). An
evening spent tracking a deer cost me
$60 and hours of re-loading numbers
into the new phone.

It’s important to carefully label and

store the keys to your treestand
padlocks. A bolt cutter costs about $20. I
know.

When using a climbing tree stand,
it’s critical to have your bow pull-up
rope actually tied onto the stand.
Shooting your bow when it’s lying 18
feet below you on the ground is difficult
at best.

When a bearing cap on your boat
trailer pops off, it’s time to replace your
bearings, not just the cap.

Measure twice, cut once. Don't ask.

2009 RESOLUTIONS

In looking forward to a new year,
unblemished by the mistakes of the past,
I resolve to:

- Sight in my rifle before the season.

- Make a list of all numbers stored in
my cell phone.

- Check the gas tank on my boat before
every trip. Also, I'll charge the
batteries on a more regular basis.

- Fish at least three lakes that I've never
fished before. There are at least a

dozen lakes on my list, but I figure
three is a realistic goal.

- Replace the lights on my boat trailer
(finally). I've got the new ones ...had
them for almost a year now ...on the
shelf in my garage.

- Get a new pair of waders. Twenty
years is a long time.

- Make it a habit to take both my
camera and my GPS in the field.
Neither of these do you any good
when they’re in the glove compart-
ment of your truck.

Like every year, my hope for 2009 is
to spend as much time as possible with
family and friends in the great
Northwoods. Have a great new year and
I'll see you on the ice! (Now, where the
heck are my tip-ups?!) ‘W,

Dan Moericke is an avid and successful
Wisconsin fisherman from Wausau and an
occasional guest on outdoor fishing
programs. On the water, he always tells us
some version of the truth.
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The night time is the right time ... for winter walleyes

'I'here’s something special about
icefishing for walleyes at night. The

creak of ice and snow underfoot is
accompanied by the occasional call from
an owl, and shadows cast by the moon
appear almost specter-like. It’s in this
dark and mysterious world that the
angler willing to forgo the comfort of a
chair by the fireplace can experience
some of the most exciting fishing of the
hard water season.

Successfully targeting walleyes
begins first and foremost with being in
the right place at the right time: location,
location, location. Here in North-Central
Wisconsin, we're privy to rivers, lakes,
and flowages in which to pursue marble-
eyes, each presenting unique challenges
when pursuing them through the ice.

Let’s first look at finding winter
walleyes in natural lakes. Prime loca-
tions on natural lakes for early winter
walleyes are bars extending into deep
water. While these areas will produce
fish all winter long, they’re an excellent
place to begin your search early in the
hard water season. Typically the best
bars will have a hard bottom and a mix
of cover such as vegetation or wood.

Although often overlooked in
respect to natural lakes especially during
the winter months, current areas such as
where feeder creeks enter can also be
productive this time of year. In-flowing
water not only contains higher levels of
oxygen but food for both predators and
prey. This influx in return creates a
concentration of fish species including
walleyes. One thing to pay close atten-
tion to is the condition of the ice in these
areas. Ice consistency may vary within a
matter of feet and even change from day
to day depending on flow and weather
conditions.

A third key location for ice walleyes
can be found in humps in the main lake
basin. A common misconception is that
the hump needs to top out at a shallow
depth in order to be productive for night
fishing. While walleyes do make a
migration of sorts into the “shallows”
during the low-light periods to feed, the
term “shallow” is relative to the specific
body of water, even to the section of the
lake where the hump is found. For
example, on a lake whose average depth
may be 25 feet or more, a hump topping
out at 15 feet may be considered shallow.
In contrast, on a lake whose average
depth may be less than 10 feet, shallow
humps extending into as little as a
couple of feet of water may be the key.

Walleye fishing during winter is not

There's nothing like a beam of light from a nearby tip-up letting the
angler know another nocturnal walleye is knocking

“Identifying areas of current will not only help to
keep you safe on the ice, but will locate likely
holding spots for feeding walleyes ...”

an event limited to just lakes. Here in
the greater Wausau area, the passing-
through of the mighty Wisconsin River
provides ample opportunity for night-
time winter walleyes in the dam-created
flowages and numerous river backwa-
ters. In fact, some of the best walleye ice
fishing I've experienced in the state has
been on the Wisconsin itself or on its
flowages in our area.

When looking to identify areas to
locate and catch walleyes in rivers and
flowages, current again is a key compo-
nent to angler success. Identifying areas
of current will not only help to keep you
safe on the ice, but will locate likely
holding spots for feeding walleyes.
Current breaks such as bars and wing

dams will hold fish behind them during
the day. At night, walleyes will often
move right up on top of the structure
given the size and depth of the water, or
to adjoining flats to feed.

Walleye anglers often overlook
secondary channels and adjoining bays
during winter, thinking of them as spots
for pike or panfish only. These two
areas are solid options for finding
numbers of active walleyes in early
winter. If there is ample current and
water depth, both secondary channels
and bays will hold fish all winter long,
making for often-overlooked and under-
pressured angling opportunities. The
best bays and channels will not only
have current flowing through them, but

will also contain structure of some sort.
My personal favorite is wood, especially
stumps; my most consistent night-bite
walleye bays contain a plethora of snags
and blow-downs, and will produce
evening action all season long.

Whether you're fishing a lake, river,
or flowage, once you have identified
likely fish-holding areas, it’s time to get
to work. When walleye fishing through
the ice at night, I like to head out early
and get in position well before the sun
starts riding below the horizon. Not only
does this allow me the time to ensure I
am set up for when the bite turns hot,
but it helps alleviate spooking fish with
all the commotion drilling holes and so
on. I begin by drilling plenty of holes
when I get out on the ice in the area I
intend to fish, ranging from shallow to
deep. This allows me to jump holes
again without drilling as the night
progresses, depending on which areas
seem to be getting the most activity.

I prefer to use Frabill’s Pro-Thermal
tip-ups when fishing at night because
the round insulated design not only
prevents any light from shining down
the hole to spook fish, but also prevents
freeze-up. In addition to having a Musky
Armor headlamp on me at all times, to
each flag I clip an Arctic Fire tip-up light.
I'have found large golden shiners or
sucker minnows to work excellently at
night due in part I'm sure to the larger
profile and vibration they put off. It's
important to keep your bait healthy and
lively, because you want it to struggle
while on your Mustad treble hook. I'm
convinced that bait shaking and shud-
dering under the cover of dark will
produce more bites than minnows that
are sluggish.

Ice fishing for walleyes at night is by
far one of the most productive methods
for scoring all winter long. Not only is it
effective, but exciting too — the distant
blink of a tip-up light really gets the
blood pumping, and as the golden head
of a big walleye slides up through the
hole, cold hands suddenly become quite
warm! Enjoy the winter; it’s here to stay
a bit. I'll see you on the water...

Joel DeBoer owns and operates Wisconsin
Angling Adventures guide service, and
specializes in musky, walleye, and small-
mouth bass, based out of the greater
Wausau, WI area. He can be reached at
715.297.7573 or visit his website at
www.wisconsinanglingadventures.com
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TODD BOHM

WINTER COYOTES

Hunting the hunters

The sun was just beginning to peek
over the horizon when a pack of

coyotes cut loose with a series of howls
and yelps just 200 yards from where I
had settled into my first calling stand of
the morning. I smiled to myself
knowing that in a few minutes I'd hit
the first sequence of calls on my
Foxpro and would soon be settling the
crosshairs onto my first coyote of the
day. Wintertime coyote hunting is an
exciting and growing sport. As the
number of these prolific predators
continues to grow, coyote hunting
offers hunters an opportunity to hone
their skills against an extremely
worthy adversary. Getting started can
be relatively inexpensive and offer
hunters a chance to extend their
season and to rid their hunting
grounds of what is often considered a
nuisance.

CALLS

I've used a number of different
calls including mouth calls and elec-
tronic/digital calls. Many of the same
manufacturers of quality deer calls
also make mouth calls. I have used the
Randy Anderson series of calls from
Primos with great luck. However,
with the effectiveness and downsizing
of the new digital calls,  have
switched exclusively to using elec-
tronic calls. The variety of sounds and
ability to mix and switch calls have
made them extremely effective for
calling coyotes and other predators.
Manufacturers such as Foxpro,
Phantom, Johnny Stewart, and others
all make quality digital calls with a
variety of features and prices.

GUNS

Just like calls, there are a number
of different calibers and types of guns
used effectively by predator hunters. I
am currently using a Model 70
Winchester bolt-action .223 caliber
gun. The gun is extremely accurate
and rugged enough to handle the
demands of predator hunting. Most
recognized gun manufacturers make
predator rifles; hunter preference will
determine which gun you should
purchase or use. Coyote hunters often
debate caliber. Whatever caliber you
decide to use, it should be powerful
enough to put the animal down
immediately but not so big that the
animals pelt is destroyed. Popular
rifle cartridges for coyote hunting
include: .223, 22-250, 25-06, and .204
Ruger. Another gun not to be over-
looked is a 12-gauge shotgun. For
many calling situations, the coyotes
may end up extremely close, making
the shotgun loaded with T shot or
small buckshot an ideal choice.

CALLING SET-UPS

Many of the same principles used
for hunting deer can be applied to
coyote hunting. Wearing quiet camou-
flage that blends well with your
surroundings, paying extra attention
to wind direction, and making sure to
never skyline yourself when
approaching your stands are crucial
points for harvesting coyotes on a
consistent basis. When scouting for
deer, I'm also scouting for coyote
hunting set-ups. Logging roads,
beaver ponds, fencerows, and south-

COCHEDN!

"HOLD HIM OUT CLOSER TO THE
CAMERA SO HELL LODK BIGGER."

facing hillsides are all ideal spots to
search for coyotes.

When making your set-up, make
sure the wind is not blowing toward
the direction you want the coyotes to
come. Many times, they’ll attempt to
work downwind of the call, so it’s
important that you're set up in an area
that offers a shot before they wind
you.

Start off calling softly! Loudly
blowing on your call or turning the
volume up on your electronic call will
do nothing but scare coyotes away.
After 10 to 15 minutes of quiet calling,
you can begin turning the volume up.
Remember when mouth calling to put
emphasis and feeling into the call.
You're trying to sound like a dying
rabbit. With both mouth and electric
calls, don’t call continuously. Call for
about a minute or so and then wait for
two minutes. Repeat this process with
plenty of quiet time built in. T usually

G
~
* - ﬁ- f
. L
. A

Nk

i

spend about 30 minutes on each
stand. If nothing shows up, I will relo-
cate to another stand approximately
one-half mile away from this stand.
Remember to stay patient. My
success rate for calling is usually one
out of four stands.

Coyote calling can be a heart-
stopping experience the first time you
spot a big coyote trotting into your
set. It’s also a great way to hone your
hunting skills. Take some time this
winter and hunt the hunters! © W

Todd Bohm is a lifetime educator and prin-
cipal in the D.C. Everest School District. He
is an avid fisherman and hunter who guides
the waters of Central and Northern
Wisconsin specializing in all species of fish
including trout. He can be reached through
Wisconsin Angling Adventures. Contact
Todd at 715.297.7573 or at
www.wisconsinanglingadventures.com.
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Peeping deep with Mendota electronics

Mendota perch anglers like Bruce Keldahl
in this shot taken several winters ago use
electronics and large pencil sinkers to
reach fish in 70 feet of water. (Dick Ellis)

ruce Keldahl kneels on the ice of

Lake Mendota, sends the jig south
on the “hanger-rig” express through the
augured hole and 70 feet of water, then
watches the screen of his electronics as
intensely as the rest of us might have
watched an agonizing “4th and 26” the
Sunday before. Keldahl has only
assumed the position of the ice angler
for ten minutes, but already four perch
lay on the snow-less hardwater of
Madison.

Mendota has had safe ice for
about a week, and this endless piece of
glass would make the perfect, 9,842
acre skating rink. Todd Passini of
Middleton, in fact, pulls two sleds
laden with ice fishing gear on hockey
skates through a shanty town of 100
anglers or more one-half mile from the
nearest shore.

Keldahl is seeking another day
with a Mendota limit of 25 perch up to
12 inches in length. But he tolerates the
intrusion and questions of a reporter
with a camera waiting for perch
number five to knock somewhere far
below.

Within a minute, Keldahl watches
as the blips marking his bait and
another perch collide on the screen. The
ultralight rod bends as the fish takes the
meal and then takes the long ride up to
join the growing pile.

“I got a limit Sunday through

Wednesday and I couldn’t come out
Thursday,” he said. “They’ve been real
nice fish, averaging nine or 10 inches.
There are a few six and seven inches
and a few 12 inches. But you don’t have
to wait long for a hit.”

The road to Mendota January 16
actually begins on the 2,000 acre, shal-
lower Waubesa with Gene Dellinger,
owner of D&S Bait and Tackle. In the
first five minutes in a heated shack
talking Madison area options for the
perch angler, Dellinger catches a half-
dozen fish in the eight inch class before
the school temporarily disappears.

Dellinger is waiting for ice condi-
tions on the deeper Mendota to
improve prior to moving his operation
of shacks, equipment and sled trans-
portation for interested anglers to that
lake and its proven potential for signifi-
cantly larger perch. He intends to make
the move the week of January 19.

“This is the first year that we're on
Waubesa,” he said. “Normally we just
hang on and wait for Mendota to
freeze-up. Perch fishing there is cyclical
and based on the success of the hatches
and the size of the different year classes
of perch. Last year was tough. Mendota
is in kind of a rebuilding cycle so this
year we were taking a wait and see
approach and with only four inches of
ice over there anyway, watching the
early success. If fishing was going to be
poor, I wanted to up the ante as far as
success goes. I'd rather have people
renting shacks on a lake where they can
catch a lot of fish.”

On Waubesa, he said, average
eight-inch perch are most often bottom-
holding at 30 feet. On Mendota the
average fish is nine or ten inches with
12 inch perch fairly common. Mendota
fish are routinely found in 70 feet of
water, but suspended anywhere in the
water column from just under the ice to
just off the bottom.

Because of the vastness of the lake
and depth of the water, a sensitive
vexlar or equivalent electronic locator,
is critical on Mendota, enabling the
angler to see the bait in relation to the
fish. Dellinger’s jigs, most often a rat
finkie in glow color, black or purple, are
dressed with a spike and used with
four-pound test line on ultralight spin-
ning rods. To avoid line tangle, the
light jigs are escorted to the depths by a
long metal sinker commonly referred to
as pencil sinkers, hanger rigs, or
Mendota sinkers.

The forage
base of perch found
in the Madison area,
he said, is also
different than the
primary food of
perch found in
other regions.
Although they will
take minnows here,
microorganisms
known commonly
as water lice serve
as the primary food
source.

”It means you
have to fish for
them differently
and makes the bite
a lot more subtle,”
he said. “Perch
foraging on minnows often hit a lot
harder. On Mendota, most guys will
stay in a shack. The more successful
angler will run and gun. It depends on
the perch population, but as a rule if
there are good numbers of fish you can
stay in the shack and stay on the fish.
When they are biting over there, the
fishing pressure is extreme.”

Soon, that point was emphasized
on the shore of Mendota. A “creeper”
highway, chips in the ice made by
countless anglers over a week wearing

If You Go ...

Dick Ellis experiences Madison area ice fishing annually, and wrote this in
2004. Contact D&S Bait and Tackle in Madison at 1-608-241-4225 for fishing condi-
tions, or directions to angler access points on Lake Mendota and other Madison area
lakes. When fishing is hot, D&S also offers heated shanty rental, transportation to
and from the shack, one rod and reel per angler, and one electronic fish locator per
shack for $40.00 per angler. “It’s just a prediction but this winter I expect the
Mendota perch fishing to be slightly below average and the bluegill action on
Waubesa and Monona to be fair to good” said D&S owner Gene Dellinger on
December 9, 2008. “Perch on Waubesa and Monona should be fair to good.”

Also offered for those anglers not interested in renting a shack is a daily trans-
portation pass for $10.00. The pass buys rides on a sled-train pulled by an ATV to
and from the shanty town far out on Lake Mendota.

special strap-on cleats to keep from
falling, stretched on toward the shanty
town. Governor Nelson State Park on
Mendota’s north side and Governor’s
Island are two public access points.
Near shore, John Guld of Jefferson
and Erv Stuntebeck of Marshall are just
leaving Mendota with nine and 13
perch in their pails, respectively, to
eleven inches. At the half-way point of
the half-mile journey to the growing ice
community, Jason Howell of
Blancardyville in Lafayette County

Although cyclical, when Madison's Mendota is hot it's hard to
beat for perch. A morning's catch for Jason Howell of
Blanchardville in Layfayette County included 12-inch fish.
(Dick Ellis)

shows his catch of 15 fish. And a good
natured Jeff Cizek of Madison is
bringing in the dreaded skunk. The last
two perch of the day for Howell were
fat 12 and 12-1/2 inches, the kind of fish
that will call these anglers back.

“Last year was bad, but now it’s
picking up again,” he said. “Ijust hope
it doesn’t fizzle out.”

Finally in shanty town, I watch
Keldahl add to his growing perch-pile,
watch Passini skate to his spot of choice,
and watch and talk with many other
other ice men wallowing in a good
Mendota perch bite. Before leaving, I
find Robert Hamann of Milwaukee
working the Mendota depths on the
edge of Shanty town, catching perch,
and catching yet another version of the
Wisconsin natural high.

“This is just great fun, relaxing,
and a good way to spend some free
time,” he said. “The perch are good
eating too. This state offers so much,
but there are just too many people who
stay in the house during the winter
months. Wisconsin has a lot to offer if
you just pre}j)are for it. Bundle up ...
and enjoy. W,
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THE REICH STUFF

“Poor man’s lobster”

ike every fine son of Wisconsin,

well, the ones who were raised
“right,” I'm a sucker for a fresh fish
fry. So for the majority of my time
spent on water (open or frozen), I'm
chasing dinner. My favorite catches
are walleye and perch.

But once the Minnesota walleye
season is closed in late February, I
look for a fresh, new dinner menu.
This means every second weekend of
March is reserved for spending a few
nights sleeping on the ice and
targeting the ugly, yet awesome
eelpout, AKA “poor man’s lobster.”

My old college buddy Noah
Barnes and I usually head to the
Bemidji area in northern Minnesota to
meet my friend and fishing guide
Matt Breuer for an overnight weekend
trip. We stay in a heated four-man
sleeper shack that Matt rents out and
we always have a blast.

The elongated eelpout is usually
in the vicinity of one to three pounds
and varies in color from a mottled
green or gray to black, and features a
cream-colored belly, huge glowing
eyes and eel-like tail. There are six
reasons we target this fish:

First, eelpout breed during this
time of year and strike often, needing
food for energy and/or protecting
their breeding grounds from
intruders.

Second, my icehouse is a portable
vacation home away from home. The
6.5-foot-by-14.5-foot portable trailer is
a party house on wheels. It sleeps four
and provides enough heat to fish
comfortably in t-shirts and blue jeans
when the temps outside are in the
single digits. Plus, the shack-on-
wheels has card-playing table and a
cook stove for an instant fish fry.
What more do you need?

Third, eelpout provide powerful
fights. They hit hard and swim even
harder. On an ultra lightweight ice
rod, it feels like you're reeling in a 30-
pound catfish.

Fourth, eelpout provide a night-
time full of entertainment. You can be
out and about fishing all day for
panfish and perch, then continue the
fun well into the early morning
because eelpout will typically strike
from 10:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m.

Fifth, there is a valid reason why
anglers call the catch “poor man’s
lobster.” Simply put, the fish tastes
great. We fillet out the back straps,
skin the fillets, cut the meat in two-
inch chunks and boil them in water

Matt Breuer, fishing guide in the Bemidji, MN area, posing with author
and a fat eelpout inside his four-man sleeper shack.

and lobster-boil season-
ings, then dip the
cooked fish in
melted
butter.
Okay,
lobster
meat
it’s
not,
but
the
white
meat
defi-
nitely has
arich
“seafood”
taste, and is
truly a treat when
caught in ice-cold
waters. When I serve it at
home, wife and mother-in-law
often ask for seconds and thirds.
Last, the fish look great in

Author’s favorite fishing pal Noah
Barnes holding up two good
"eaters.”

ABOVE: Northern Minnesotan "good &
ugly" cuisine preserved on ice. RIGHT: ||
Reich showing off some poor man's
lobster caught on tip-ups the night
before.

pictures. Of all the fishing adven-
ture pictures in my album, the pout
pics get talked about most!

We set several tip-ups with

beepers around the shack. Our
hooks are loaded with live shiners
on glow jigs. Once the beepers go
off, we rush out of the warm shack
and yank up our meal. Inside, we sit
with lightweight rods baited with
shiners on rattle spoons, hoping to
entice a fight on line and reel.
Eelpout have many nicknames,
such as freshwater cod, burbot, cusk,
lawyer, li